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NEWS RELEASE

This release is available electronically on INN (News Net).
Sept. 23, 1993
STEARNS NAMED PERMANENT PROVOST OF WMC
MISSOULA The state Board of Regents voted today to name Sheila Steams provost of Western Montana
College of The University of Montana.
Steams, former UM vice president for university relations, has been interim provost at
Western since July 1. Acting on a motion by UM President George Dennison, the Regents made
that appointment permanent, eliminating the need for a national search for a new provost.
"My recommendation was based on strong, virtually unanimous recommendations I received
from all groups on the campus at Western," Dennison said. "Students, faculty, staff, contract
professionals - almost to a person, virtually every one of them said this would be the right thing to
do, and a national search would result in the same conclusion."
"I’m at once very pleased and a bit chagrined," Dennison said of Steam s’ appointment.
"Sheila has been very important to making sure things go well on the campus at The University of
Montana. Now she’s going to be on another campus. I’m very glad about that, because I think
she’ll do well and she already has demonstrated she can. But on the other hand our ability to call
on her will be a little more limited than it was in the past."
WMC Director of College Relations Tom Yahraes said Steams has earned overwhelming
support from the Dillon campus community.
"We are extremely pleased with the Regents’ decision and look forward to having Dr.
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Steams serve as the our new provost," Yahraes said. "Her experience, enthusiasm and knowledge
of Montana and the University System will serve us well during these times of change."
Before becoming UM ’s vice president for university reladons in 1988, Steams spent five
years as the University’s director of alumni relations. A native of Glendive, she holds three
degrees from UM: a doctorate in educational administration and supervision, a master’s in history
and a bachelor’s in English and history.
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